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HOLLY RANBLE

Twill soon be twelth night, = .}iifm, - An enmptiness reigns

When we bury poor Holly, - “~ And one reminisces
The rooms will be bare, - . .. -0n parties at Christmas’
That once were so jolly. S And mistletoe kisses.

-~ The holly has withered,
It now hangs dejected -
And T think of the ramble
On which 'twas collected.

Sixty in number?!:!? Looking llke brlgands
We set off for Hops. With purposeful stride.
Brandishing scissors, and o "Qur presence gtruck fear
Pen-knives and rops. 5 . , Through the whole countryside.

. The views were enhanced
. By a covering of snow -
.Aand a few snow-ball fights
Which made our skin glow.

Then - what we went for - ' We got all that we wanted
The holly in sight. L : With pknty to spare.

We swooped on the tress = . - Set off for Caergyle a
With yells of delight.’ ‘ And caused ~uite a stir!:

Back on the coach- .
With holly galore
Somebody sat on it -

Carols co-mingled with ' : So ended the. day

Songs old and new = : (At around 7.30.) _
Filling the coach - _ + And despite all my efforts -
The time simply flew. _ ‘ My new boots were dirty!!

Marie~Louise.
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FOOTBALL NOTES

Do you get bored reading this Column?. You're lucky - you should see
the team playing.Ha' Ha! I was very much tempted to write this report
in verse for each match we've played lately has been so like a pantomime
I'11l not give you the exact figures but since the last newsletter we
haven't won a game, although we did manage to draw 0-0 last week. Lo
(I don't know who we can blame for this but we'll get him)Ha'Ha. Yes we
had a ball but as there was no referee we were all on our honour to say
when theball went out, whose'throw-in' it wds, etc, and I suppose no one
liked to hurt the other teams feelings by scoring. Ha! Ha! -

Now for a bit of real life drama. A young lad of 15 came down to the
Club a few weeks ago to see Johnny Martin. He was a good player, he said,
and he'd like to sign on for the team. John, drawing himself up to
his full height as team manager, told him he was a bit young but if he'd
like to comeback when he was a bit older he'd be very welcome.Ha!Ha!
Well the very next Wednesday he was down again,.asking to be signed on.-
Says John - I told you to come back when weu were older. Says the lad -
I went to see the team last week and the way they played put years on me
Ha'Ha! Were having Bob Doyls drummed -out of the reglment for this
chestnut.

Heigh Ho - and back to the facts. Our top sebrer at the moment is .
Eddie Summers with 6.goals, while the rest are shared out amongst elght
other players. Ve should play in red shouldn't we? Ha'Ha' and a word
about the defence. We've had so many different formations lately that
the only one I can remember in any detail is - Goal- John Martin, full
backs, Harland and Wolfe, and the three half backs - Freeman,Hardy-' 1llis.
Ha'Ha'.

Spot the Ball. Our Spot the Ball competition this month appears on
page thirty two. DPlease send your ¢htrRes to Len Bassett on the back
of a pstrol coupon. There is no entry Iee. Ha' Ha'

/conta.



Football Notes/contd

Now' to the Spsctators - sorry, ‘spectator. Yes there was one. It was

raported that Freddy was sSeen on the line at one home match ‘a few weeks
apo, but he left rather early when he discovered just which team was the
Ramblers. Ha' Ha!

Still its just a game isn't it. Ha'Ha'.

WINGER.

P.8. TI'd better explain the'Ha'Ha's, dotted here and there in the
above. Well whoever asked me to do the write up told me to put a few
laughs in it. Simple isn't-1t? Ha'Ha!

YULETIDE WALK  6th January.:«,

A beautiful clear blue sk and brlght sunshine greeted us on the
morning of our first ramble of 1957. & good start to thé New Year let
us hope it will continue so.

It was just before 11.0'clock, by the time all the late comers had
arrived, and Len hed finished@ doing his round of handshakes and New Year
wishes. 52 of us proceeded down the gangway for the ferry. At Woodside
we boarded the bus for Arrowe Park, leasving Mona, Mary, Bernie and Bas
to go on ahead and lay the objects for the Treasure Hunt.

With Tony leading, we set off at a good pace across Arrowe Park.
through some fields and Arrowe Brook Farm, on to the road which-led us to
the eppointed Cafe for our sandwiches and tsa. As this had to be in
two cittih s you, can imagine the squabbling that went on before we finally
got sorted out into first and seconds. When all had refreshed, we
moved on, Ehlb time making our way to the woods, where our first set of
objects were hidden. It soon became apparent however that nelthsr Tony
nor Peter had ths faintest ideaas to what we were supposed to be searching
for, as ws were just told to -look for anything unusual, so-we all started
dslv1ng in the grass and dead leaves as we went along. Finally anne
Tound a brown envelope on a tree trurnk whlch ws took for "it".

Pushing off again we ‘headed for some more woods where our second set
of envelopes where supoosed to be hidden as Tony said "in a blasted oak™"
but after climbing from one bank of the. stream to another and Bob trying
his hardest to elimb various oaks, without much success, Tony called off
the search. ~Perhaps Mona had cllmbed higher’ than we thought -~ anyway
as Barney had found most of ‘the dud GllpS hlS name went down for a prize.

on th¢ough Irby we trudgtd until we came to Thurstaston Hill where
treasure No.3 was to be found. .We scon set to with our usual task of
proding Yushes with sticks, looklnb into empty t er bottles, searching
through scraps of papesr etu. to the amazement of & crowd of spectators
who rapidly disappeared, probably thinking we were a rambling party from
Rainhill. mventually nne. . stumbled upon the right envelope after straying
out of bounds. On we went passing: through” muddy fields and muddy fields
they were until we came across.clue lo.4 which was quickly found by Jackie
but not before someone had well. and truly bogged themselves in the mud =~
quess who! - yes it was of courc Monlca, and it took all of poor Joe
3clans strength to get her out ugaln Pushing off once more we came upon
a scrt of hollow, where we had some difficulty in trying to locate our next
clues . dreda Iound one of them, and just as Tony was calling off the
search Shaul came across the otner. Not far away now was the spot where
the final clue was quickly picked up by Jackie again.

Larnest walking now,as we were all eag.ro to get to Parkgate, where a
nost welecome sight of poached egg on tocst cakes and plenty of tea, was
waithg for us. After we all lhiad feasted tine tables were whipped away and
the floor was cleared for the Social. Joe Whitfield played the pidno
while we were-waitipg’for Bill Potter to arrive with the records(Thanks
Joe) Cheers when Bill did arrive, and we were soon under way with our
usual square-dahces etc.  The  evenling was roundsd of f with thetistrlbutlon
of prizeq to the lucky clus finders.

Thealks Bill fTor your good job as M.C.and Tony & Pete for a most
enjoyable ramble.Credit must of course go to Mona & Co. for planning and
laying the Treasure Hunt so .ell. Thanks a lot Mona,it was good fun even
if all the clues were not found. B.M.
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XQLETIDE{cohtd.
Short of poisoning all the Clue swiping children in the

neighbourhoodws saw no way ofmaking sure the clues were still there

when you all started searching. We're taking tear gas with us next
time, -7 '

TThe Clusluyers.

oy oo — o —

RAMBLING PROGRAMME

DaTC. RAMBLE. , TIMET LiADSR. APPRX. FAIR
Feb. 3ra. Blackburn. R.A. Train., Délai’s at Clab. ~ :

#  10th. Todmorden Exchange Stn 9. L5 b. O'Ngill 6/9d.

" 17th. Ruabon Jamss St.3tn.g.LU5.7 J. Bealen L4/=a.

" 24th, Carrog(Ben.) Destails at Club.

Mar. 3rd. Summit. Exchange Stn.g.Ls. B. Potter 6/64.

T. Atherton

I PN AP

Of our nominal membership, only ten per cent rambles. We're
wondering why. Is it because the cne day chosen for the weekly
outing is wrong or not enough? Do you btuink that the walks are
limited to the same areas all the time? Maybe you think they try
to cover too much ground, are uninteresting, expensive, too ardous
or just a sissy's game. :

Perhaps you'd venture on o rawble if they did this or that,
weud here or there. Wnatever your reason, 1t will never be known
if you don't tell someone on the Rawbling Sub Co.: ittee - Teny, Bas,
Shaun, Joan -nd, as Vice-Chmirman, Bernarda.

The Cuthnolic Holiday Guild are now Glstributing their

brochure for this year. There may be something in it for you.
Have a peek! An-ela(Bowden) has copies or you can wWrite to
The Secretary, Catnulic Holiuawy Guilu, 8 llarks=t Pluce, Deroy.
Here's a brief suwuwary of tae holicays offered. Rome, Venlce,
Italian Riviera, Lake Cowmo, Spain, Lourdes, Dsnmark, Yatchiig
o tiae Rhine and ene.setlic helidays ia Austria, Switzerluand aad
Italy.

Bill Potiver 1is goluas arouad the club looking for walkers
interested in a holiday in the Dulowltec(Italyl sturting
July &lst. Pilease contact him as soon as possible for further
details if you're iiitercsted. One or two meswwsrs have covered
this area using the same overnights and say that the country is
truly a walker's paradise.

"Ramulerive!'.
~0=0=U=0—0

RADIOGRAM ROTA

Feb. 6th. Jd. Peloe & J.Bolan Mar.13th. B. Gahan & W.Potter.

" 13th A & P. Atherton. " 20th. B.Edwards & J.Carroll.
" 20th. R.Doyle & B.O'Leary. " 27th. F.Rowe & C.Murphy.

" 27th. J.Kennedy & W.Roberts. Apr. 3rd. A.Brexway & H.O'Neil.
May. lst. R.Doyle & B.O'Leary. " 10th. J.Peloe & J.Bolan.

" 8th. J.Kfennedy & W.Roberts., " 24th. P & A. Atherton.

" 15th. B.Gahan & W.Potter.



HOPE RAMILE

The weabtncr was dull and wet but bri_ht periods were forecast
for later in the day. Everyone wuined up on tliie, even Joe Ferans.

The truin was half an hour late but everyone seemed in good
spirits and looking forward to an enjoyable ramble. We occupled
two couwpart.ents and soon were on our way. After pussiing bthrough
& long tunnel Tony consulted his map and decided that we emptied
out at the next station. There was a scraable to get ready in
the next compartment. We were luciier. Tony discovered that we
still had three-quarters of an hour to 3o so we relaxed. The group
iu the next carriage, complete with macs were very complimentary about
ouy leader's «biliby.

It vas raluains when we arrived at Hope. Tne cafes ia tae
village were closed so we Jjust carried on walking. There w&s sucia
a varicty of headgear that it looked like a preview af our Fancy .
Dress ui-ht (February 13th). Ton .y leuoked like a Lesilounaire wad
Joe Ferns an Eskimo., Charlie wore o Billy Bunter cap anu Shaun's
beret made iiw lock as if he'd been 'in all day, Sarge'. Hugh
Mulloy nad vhot just ofi viie boab looclk. Joe Boulein had oh o .
buttered trllbj comalete with green feather and Dave t0 rouuda off
the funcy dress lﬂok had his trouser legs at half mast, displaying
a fine palr of muscle bound legs.

Three of the luds’decided to refresh themselves in a tavern
and saild the would follow us on. We walxed alcis, & narrow lane
and then branched off to the left up a steep pathi To our uelight
there was & cafe at the top. During lunch we were amused by Tony
aind Monlcu's eiiorts to check football results. After our vreak it
was u,hill all the way, with t.e fit waiting for the not so fit
on the top, admiring the scenery meanwhile. There wuas 0 sigia of
the Taveru Trio. It vegan b0 Faid aad the wind got up. As we
toox to the puaths wround the hills the weather worsened and the
mist began to close in, so Tony deciued to head down to the road.
Still no siesu of vae trio. Suddenly tihey appeared out of the mist -
on the hilltop. One was 80 eager W jola usc th.ot he sailed past .
us at a fine speed. As Shaun was wieldiip « LUuge stick azxd 'mushidns!
us on, we reucicd whs roaud iu nexbt to Lo time. After a 1little whilse
we saw a cave in the hillside. We climbeu up auau sSaw uviet 1t led to
a dark tunnel. Scme of tnt brave oues weal along it but returned
in & short while up to the ankles in mud. Further along the
Castleton road we came to the Peak Cliff Taverus. The juide offered
%0 taixe us uaround ot 1/9d. per head but a8 thers were no Rockefellers
among us we declined. It vias quite darx wieu we reacied Castlevoii.
Wz vent into a swall cafe, aliocst wearin away the mat as we entered,
Senecne went one bettser and took their boots off. as it was svill
guilte early Tony took us back to Ho.e the lonz way round. Everyone
seemed to enjoy walking in the dark.

T.ere was plenty of time to spare in Hope so we found

a cosy little tavern. Tiuere wzs a huje fire burning and vary

soon the hearth was full of steaming clothes. The walls were
adorned with crossed swords, huntinz horns, shotguns and powder
horns. We scca mude ourselves at home. Joe sturted to play his
mouth organ (after findin. that there was no Libesraces among us

aud everyone san’. The Mauuseuent e.joyed our company and requested
a few songs such as "Rocxiug Thro the Rye™ wad "Mister Sandiacal™.
We wo.e sorry to leave when the time: came. Our train was an hour
late so we passed the time dancing and playing football with Chamlie's
&pple.

/contu.
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The Jjourney home was a tight squeeze with fifteen aof us
in one carriage. Joe Ferns objected to Monicu's sicks so hurled
them out of the windov.. Lackily enough we were stationary
at the time so he managed to retrieve them for her. Liverpool
was reached at 12.20.a.m. As tae last bus had _one some. sent
by taxi and other by shank's pony. Charlie uud the best idea.
He'd lett nls bike at the Stavion so could cycle home.

T hope everyone was it and well for the following
Wedaesday. S :

MAVERICK.

O=O=0=0=t~y

JAAUARY CHALET WEHKEND 1557

Th.s weekend, the first of the New Year, we made our way
up to the Chalet ia « howling gale with a moon breaking throuzh
now and agaln. The walk from the bus was enjoyed and passed very
guickly, many subjects being discussed. Tue waih ones were whether
Davia would wpprecicte his two years holiday at Guver.aaealb eXpense
and a few people's liie stories. We reachea tae Chalel but
couldn'v see any lights. Foitunavely, tiuis was only due to the
decorations which had been put up by an earlier puriy.

ATTer 4 welcome gsupper and the usual fight for aired
bedding we turned in. What & night! Very few slepv, waal with
the hih wind and lashing hale. We vere sure the Chalet nad
shifted a bit, and in the morning were surprised to find the

building still at Pant-du. After broukfust, the shopping party left .

in grand style on the back of a coal wagen. - Ia fact, they looked
like sacks of coal huddled as they were in all sorts of queer
garb, 1in an effort to keep dry and warm.

Tic rain ceased about midday and durin: the afternoon one
party went pot-holing whilst the other went for a ramble.
By dinnertime g.lte a few more had turned up so after the meal
(luscious roast lamb followed by Christmas pudding and custard)
Joe Boalen started the social, which included a number of his own
Rock 'n Roll reccrds. Anne Corrin gave gquite a good display but -
Bas and Bernie won by a short head and a couple of slipped discs.
What with home-made mince pies and trifle and cream for supper,
it was Christmas all over again, thanks to Joe, a new M.C. and to
Joan for her special supper. ' '

There was one small bhlow on the Sunda - no Mass at -
Colomendy. We sorted out the 9 o'clocks fr-.1 the 11 0'clock
and the former set off. From then on it was a Box and Cox setub.
When we got back from 'nine' they'd set of for the 'eleven' and
by the time the afternoon walkers had left the 11 a. 'ms. hadp't
returned. Its been nice knowing you! Bill Potter gave six
of us a fine walk, up to and over Moel Gwy. Suggestions as to
pronunciation are welcomed. We were congratialating William on
finding a new way from the Chalet when we came to a bridge so
green with age that imninent collapse seemed inevitable. )
Breakin: step and spreading the heaveyweights at regular 1n?ervals,
we just made it. If I'd seen wh:t wasn't supporting our We}ght
before I was across it, I'd have swum instead. The trig point
on Moel Gwy was reached just as the sun went behind the clouds
leaving us that glorious ray effect. I forced them to stand
shivering while a snap was taken but only colour film oould.have
done theinn justice. I didn't know you could go so purple with
cold and still live.

/contd.
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Ye haired i dcwn Crca “ae bleaczk heigzgnt (caly 1,581 f4. but
high for these jcre parts) before. frostbite set in, and made
good tiame back to the Chalst. ‘

Ve were grested by winning smiles, which were soon wiped
0T as we made to make cur muddv way through the Xitchen. Out
came’ the roared comruan. "Off Dooteg". Wo, not R.S.M. Britten
but the yentls Lad;y currod’ans of the newly washsd kitchen floor.
Hopping gingerly over tne revspover sitepping stones, we
paddled round th= still dawp common itoom lookihg for a place to
rest our weary ifeet. I often wish evarvyboly would come out
walking but coeming bacl to & Chalet shining like a nesw pin
certainly mskes re appr-cilate tie non-walker. If the walkers were
roared atv, the pot-holers were nearly shot on sight. A filthy
but happy crsw, they piled ir®tc the cuthouse to de-boot and
take off thsir overalls. There should be 11 writeup from one of
them here. .h well!

We'd anothecr lovely meal then. How's it done on the
money? Mirsors? Thouxht we'd be asked for an extra shillir
any minute. Idari= and [ got trhe 6.20.p.m. bus and joined some
Youth Hosvellers in Llheir -ins~-song, but I suppose 1t was a pale
shadow of tThs chnorale ou the 8,2C.

KEBRRIUIAEXX L

SOCLAL Q.

Looking for inspirasticn, 1 asked The IN.J. for the
Christmas Party what ths highlights of the evening were. 1 refuse
to take his reply "We ran out cf saucage rolls'" as the keynote
for the night. aAfter yecars of catering for 120 - having
anything from 80 to 100 turn up and stuffing them so full with
the left overs th:ot we rmust have boosted the sale of antacids
by about 3C% -~ we were stunned when over 170 arrived. Fortunately,
there arc alwavs some who don't take the Tull grub issue so
we Jjust managed.

After the “Wet'! Ne applec?" cry over Halloween, the Social
Sub.d*d us proud with lanterns, talloons and coloursed papsr.
The evening seemed despesrately shert so there was time for only
one game. Feople wers eliminated according to the cards they
held and the last eight haad to sit kinee o knee and sort out a
jumpled up newspapsr so tkat its mother would know 1t agaln.
Afber it was poinbed o.rn to Peter and Bob that it was unethical
to sprcad the pages ua the floor end do 1t that way\they were on
the end cf the row) the scrimmage was glorious. Somebody did win
but all fin=licts got ¢ prrze ir it was conly a stick of liquorice.
Merearefsuwards) “hivks the dice mers loaded. As she sald to
me afterw.rts "uunct nel pensr has TUiv. puge £sveas?

The Virginis Recl wasu't taken at quite our usual speed.
slthoush it mzy nct have a?ded to the gaiety of nations, it was
certainly cafer. The whole s7:zning was really enjoyable, and
the bend "play=c® no s-al7 part in tirig success.
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Two of our extra murals have this month given us a
sample of their efforts, The Choir got in first with a recital on
January 2nd. The choice was very wide with a Polish and a French
carol included. I think the most moving one was the Coventry Carol -
Lully lullay. Jean was very helpful on the piano both on the night
and at rehearsals. dudience participation was fine (including
noises off in the Cowboy carol) and Gerry went so far as to join the
platform group. Bill Roberts will be starting rehearsals in the
near future and possessors of reasonable voices should give their
names to him, Are there any tenors among you out of a job?

Apart from the producer, Roy, the production on the
16th January was completely home grown. Local and topical cracks
came thick and fast and were all well exploited by [I'rank Gibbons,
Arnes Sherrard and Corrin, Kath Daliels, Maureen Lewis and Bill
Potter, the latter as a demented leader rounding up a couple of 'lost
babes on a ramble, We had hoped to gather a iew more hints on Rock
'n Roll from Leo and Kath but Leo's boots were his downfall, For
unadulterated detachment from the general activity, Maureen's placid
tood l'airy took some beating. There's a fine nucleus here for a
bigger group and names of those interested in either the acting or
production side should be given to Bill Porter,

You'!ll remember the Wallasey Catholic Social Club - some
of us have visited their clubroom and they came to our State Dance -
They are holdlng their Annual Ball at the Riverside Restaurent, New

Brighton on Thursday 28th february,. Dancing from & p.m., to l a,m,
Inclusive of dinner, tickets are 12/6d laybe transport could be
arranged if a party could zo. Please let Bernard know before 13th

February if you are interested,

I'm beginning to hate M.C.<! Hawre the -~ sen~~ »°
the fitness of hings? A Yew weeksS aoe o Weso ale uwaucing round
happily to a dreamy waltz,. We'd had one side of the record and
were walting for the reverse, The M.CU. cheerfully turned the disc
and at the same time announced "The last waltz', I noticed one
bloke (who's partner always has the last waltzwith a certain body)
fade graceiully away so that the other chap could come up and claim
his 'steady?’ Another wWednescay I had been asked up by one of the
few men who makes me look as though I can dance. Then, blow me,
the MC. decided there weren't enough on the floor and made it a
snowball, When eventually everybody was up we had three instead of
the usual two dances. This is alright ordinarily when you've been
asked or have asked for the dance but in the hit and miss of a
snowball isan't 1t a bit much?

Don't forget to see Bill Potter 1f you would like to see
one of the town pantomimes with the club - 5/-d a seat,

A1l for now,

“Socialite™,
-0=0~0~

PERSONATL.,

Congratulations to Bill and Nora Naylor on the birth of a son and
heir.

We offer our sincere sympathy to John Waldron on the death of his
Father, A Mass is being offered by the Club, R.I.P.

~0~0~0-

“he ROSARY wilT be FTecited irk the Chapel upst.irs on the
First F'oor of Cathedral Buildings at 8.20 p.m. next Wednesday.



