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EDITORIAL 

':.'~'le club sl-n.mg into the Hew Year with the usual Rivington Barn wa ::_ ~~ 

a nc Eot-Pot followed by musical chairs for all age groups u.pto 9 ~:5 T .,-. ! 
a~~c~ the very lively Country Dance session. Another hot-pot walk -:,.m ~· 

~-2-e .., d at Llanarmon recently and if' anyone thinks we are j .ust a __ ,.}~g.ye :. ·~~)·. ~:-: 

e;a~'.lg of me_at:...,ep,·ti:P,-~:( ramble.:i:;s 9 · they would be assuming 'V{rop.gly ~-ab .. -v,:; 
2. ~. ::3 0 lidd ·' " v\3get£i;ri~s .. :c:at;ered .for. Getting away from"·h:o_ t'--.pot;'E{~ .~:~":~Y 
€'~~-:;lei.mg : ~ro;u~ct .. · iiavei g::l ven : his _right arm to get" on the ' coach .,for .' the 
P2sl-:f'orton. l-Ii'll~ rambl·k ·-· as . 8:-1·1 the three partie.s visi t_ed the ".'. ;:r;_-ic~.lo 
~.:'2<::tory .du:vin,g . the· aft.erfloon! That coach . was. bursting at . ,the s eam s 
~:o be wa-Th~d. J<i~ep . r;»6o~i_n;g, .. 'e ·a:r1y and p.J_ease·: phone ea·r1-y ··· i .f .·yoµ have to 
cancel J. (yp4f. JJ0o-k~rl:g. : :Don.'t.' phone .Bp . .iari . .. on a Sunday m'ornfng >µnless 
you know- .. he i·s ',on' the ·w-a.11~·- that day',f(s~e >note. elsewhere :in . this 
edition} • . 1fo::-_.more .... ho·t-po.t ·s . for a while;' .·so long live · bt;itty,'_ bre~ks J 

~- ·· ~ .> ,,·,} 1 ~ · . ;, ·: ~ ' : ·. ~ , i 'Y;: ~' , .l _', . ' '. :. ~. 

Thanks ,·t6: .. ',f>h;[l W.el..ld, 1Jde'. ,ffo'urke·.,<.tfoy· Th'iis and David Cahill for 
supplyii{g :· ·ci.i'~~:icl~ . .s-'.<:ri9-r· : th~s. J ~.d:L ~·ts)~ '; A r~rilinder that this .. ltif ~very 
member's newslet'ter and ALL are· .. ,in)ri ted t.o contribute, ·e.ven. ·· :i;":f it is 
just a one-liner it could help k:eep in . . t 'ouch with member -~ who can• t 
get out on .. rambles or\ on Thursdays. ·af". th·e -.socials. Finel:lly, .. :We welcome 
all , ·-~~:. ·memt)'~.~s,.- \ -.: _:·, · DA~ NE,WIJS, .. ·Ecfi tor 

SPOHSORED SWIM on March 4 a~. -· ·:~iiytq:t}r~Le.i~.ure .. Centre. Beryl ·Baker along 
with Irene Segerberg 9 Margai'-e:t St.arkey, Ho'r"ma Puddif'er and Maureen 
McCoy are the one 1 s t~~ .:::~f.onsor - ':Proceeds going to the R.o.manian 
Orphans Appeal, so gej;,.~ sponsoring now. . 

SPOHSOHED LADIES 10 km RACE. This is on May 4o ·Beryl Baker is the 
person to see for details. 

ADVAHCE IJOTICE: 
l ·· . . 

... 
LIVERPOOL CATHOLIC RAMBLERS .. CHARITY DAHCE 

f ' • __ ...... ~ • • .. / ,... .. .... ·~ ... ... -~.... . . i . i • • i 

- ~ .. -.~. ~ t t,he Irish Cent:re on Fri<f'ay, June 19th 
n·an¢ing to The Li·v<b·!b?ool C¢·ilidh Band 

i 
,._·' 
,,,.·· 

. T;Lckert -$ £3 Pr.oc~eds t :9 '· Ro~anian .. Orpharis & Jospice 
~.. ,~ . ... :·· ·.... . . . ... .... ' .. ,. .. ·;. ~ '• -. . ~ . . . i ... . ·; · ~:: 

/.,APPE~ ~-FOR RAFFLE', Pfq:ZES a'.t t':he '· "-.'8.~ove. dance ·~ Gontact· Be:ryl __ Baker.o : ·. 
""._ ..... ... ··;. <.: ,') , _f .~.··· '•• . .. • .. " .,. \ .... , ,' ·,· ,> ·, _.-_-. .. . '.. \ I· · f 

::. PROGMM14E····PL:AlJ1JIHG- MEETIIJG :.for :t;l:}e next six-month programme is· on 
<Mh.n.~ay, March \ 16. :. Any~ody .J.,i th"·'~ny id~as· .fof walks and ~11 ... walk 
;1~~-ij~"r:!'3:. »~re as'k~d .. ·to ' ·f1oice .. ~J].k·--- 'aa te. Af B:irch H?use, 8pd~. : " .. :-. , ·- .-- ,·· · 

~ : . ~ i -- ~ .. ~..... .. ... -.... Ar ... . ..,.."'~'. . .... • /. •1 
• • •• • • • . :; 

f'_or ·-~ae;ta.irs ;of ·social'. Event.is contact Beryl "·Baker, Social Chairlc;tdy. '. 
Fo'r deta:irs / of Rambli.ng Events contact R~y Mciintosh, Rambling ·chai~".rba::io 

BIRTH CJ)lJGR.h.TULATIOITS·"·: ·~o A~~~ &:' Joan ,·:q~ple ,: a girl 9 Dawn Jud·ith on 
29 January:?at Slb 1l'f0z. ·- photographs currently in circulation .. 

THE KESWICK HEEICEHD at the end of March is our bi-annual stay at 
Lakeside House with a basement for dancing, table tennis and of course, 
a bar. The large guesthouse, run by the Catholic Holiday Fellowship 
has superb drying facilities in the basement boiler room. Breakfast 
and evening meals on Sat and Sun with packed lunch on the Sat costs 
£46 (coach included). Packed lunch on Sunday can be ordered as extra. 
Walks organised. Coach leaves St John's T;ane at6.30pm Friday, return~ 
ing after the evening meal on Sunday. Bookings now being taken. 

OBITUARIES - Sadly the father of Monica O'Bierne and also the father 
of Kevin and Ann Byrne both died recently. We offer our condolences 
to them and their families. See also a further obituary in this editio~ 

Newsletter material to be given or sent to mecfor the next edition: 
D. Hewns, 7 Abbotts Way, Billinge, WIGAH, Lanes vm5 7SB - thanks. 



A "'dALIC DOi'nJ MEMOHY LAIJE 

I-lid January saw the club setting off for · Haworth~ now firmly lin]:: c c1 
1-d._ t h the Bronte sisters and Fu the ring Height$. A full coach was a 
""'leTy welcome sign 9 · evidence that outdoor walking is gaining in 
~opularityo Feeling energetic 9 perhaps heartened by the arrival o~ 
~~ :.12 mid winter. equinox and the promise of the spring to come I 
-:. ~: 2 ·:::: ided t.o ,Join t~e "A" walko This decision involved diseP-lb o.r!·:::inc; 
at :aebden Bridge and walking in a north~easterly direction : :-"' ~.:i ::~"' 
.J:Felve mileso I had guess~d that the route would follow tho Pe m-:i.2.- :J; 
~!ay- for most of the time, and most of the walk woul~ be a little 
Tiostalgic as I walked the Pennine Vay ten yoars agoo I was correc t 
Lr:_ r:ry assumptions o How pleasant to walk down Memory Lane o 

Hot having a heary backpack to carry apd free from the care o:f 
navigation it was a delight and a pleasure to the eye to take in the 
scen:·ery -bf Horth·-Yorkshire, arms and legs swinging as I recaptured 
the aehiev~rneht of · walking 265 ·miles in fifteen days. 

The simple butty break was transformed into a feast of culinary magic 
as we sat beside a r±ver listening to the never ending ~elentles~ 
quarrel of the l'ta ter - ·rushing over .stones and around boulders. 

In true Pennine 1iay fashion~ the _ wqather became a I"!latter of concern 
as we made progress in the afternoon. · At . one mor.ient I thought there 
was "<i ' danger of the sun coming . out but · it gave up the un-equal 
struggl'e- which had taken place between itself and the ominous c:tark 
clouds.· Sure ·enough ciouds that had been dark and sullen and on 
the verge of'· t ·ears displayed their victory of darkness . over light :· 
in thei·r ·tradit.ional manner 9 .a celebration of rain.. This posed the 
never~ending question of making a decision of stopping and donning 
heavy .weather .gear or hoping against hope that it's just a passing 
shower and carry 'on~ . I chose t ,he latte_r_ course o Ten minutes later 
a faint s 'mile as my companions shed their overp'ants and top coats 0 

Arriving at Top Uithens we jo:i,ned the "B" :party - a nice o~casion, an 
exchange of Bon :Mots and some. hilarJ_ ty over the signposts written in 
Japanese. The b .rief encount~r ·over we· separated and continued our 
walk via the Bronte Chair an,d the . Bro:r;tte ·uaterfall 9 yes 7 . signposted 
in Japanese. I don't know what · a~athcliffe would have made of itl 

The market town of' Haworth proved to ·be ,·as attractive as ever; quaint 
cobbled 'streets, ~ vision of all our yesterdays9 

Would I do the Pennine Uay again? .I will tell you something~ · There 
is no feeling of elation and persohal : satisfaction more so than 
descending into Eirk Yetholmaf'ter completing the last thirty miles 
in twelve hours and 260 miles under your belt. l.Then I got back to 
Liverpool my feet wer~ - ·t11:ri-Ern inch€rn above the :pavement when I walked 
along.. . Yes, I would s _ubject myself' to the pain 9 the tirednes~, the 
cold and one hundred other setbacks. to re-live that moment o 

The walk-was ably led. by Alan Cunnfngham - nice.one Alanl 

PrtoWY . SUNDAY MORHIIJGS 

Dear Friends, 
People have been ringing me 
cellations 6f the ~alk that 
·there is ' notliing I cari do o 

Sunday unless · I . am le_ading 
that I am on ·the walko 
Many thanks 

JOE ROURKE 

early on Sunday mornings ' regarding can@ 
dayo Unless I am walking myself that day 
r·therefore ' ask you not to ring me on a 

a ·walk that day or you definitely know 

BRTAH.KELLER 

OBITUARY . , .Once_ a member h ,i.msel:f in his younger days~ . nacl;g ·_ 
Vat McLindon, :father of Peter' and John McLindon died in December last. 
We offer our ·sympathy to· his widow and sons: i:acluding son Des. RIPo 



LLA!JGOLLEH - Su n day 12 January 

::tt -vias a murk y morning with fog greatly reducing visii>i,li ty ' as 
we s~t o:ff for our first visit to the . P~in6ipality · o f 1992. 
Th e ~ A i . p ar t y led .by myself', started by ascending .Caste.11 Dinas 
~3:ran by whi ch time.· ·we had climbed out o:f the· murk in the vall"ey 
andlooked .back to see the mist starting to l~ft off the lower 
c r o"tind •. Following the Offa' s Dyke Pa th to Uorld,s End we pas se c~ 
the u1~usual limestone. ·rock terr aces of' Eglwy.seg d ountain 9 c u t b y . 
' re:.."t idal · ·gul lies. · 

F' r om Worlds End, · w~ headed across the moor of Cym.o..y-Brain 9 guic~ a ( 
b y t he t wo t elecommunication towers and on to the tqp of .the 

·_,_' : ·n:o r .sesh oe in the ~hadow of Llantysilio Mountain. 
... . .. . 

'one .. of" the lesser known roads of' the Llangollen area is the Old 
Horseshoe Pass road steeply inclined in its upper secition, btit 

· '- . wonderful ' for descending at speed as . one thoughtless motorist 
showed .. us ·l 

After 'further climbing over Maesyrychen Mountain near to the 
. former slate. quarry we returned to LLangollen town ceIJtre . i:p. : t 
failing li·ght by road and the canal towpath. 

'rhe 'B·,· p~rty, led by Ray Pemberton, started at the village. of 
Froncysyl"l t .e . arid. followed the Llangollen CB:D-al over the spec- · 
t~cular Pontycysyli te Aqueduct. · Buil.t in · 1805 by· Thomas Telford, ' 

. :t.liE'. ·aqu'educt . is .120 feet above t .he floor of the Vale of Llan~ ~ ·: .. 
golleri and the "River Dee. In the. days of ·horse•drawn narrow 
boats, horses . li8:d to . be blindfolded due ' to their fear of"- heights o" 

F rom .here the group carried on to Worlds · End along the top of· 
Eglwyseg "Mountain .and returned · to Llangoll~n via the O:ff'a's pyke 
F9otpath. 

The· r,cr. pa:r:ty; . led by Horman Harrison, decided .to start. at the 
s ame ' p l.ace . . as· the 'B' but from. Trevor they walked along the. 
e n tir e · length of ·the last section of the eanal to the Harsesho~ 
Falls where the waters of' the Dee· flow· into the canal at the 
~ate of approx imately 8 million gallons per day, but the party 
d e cided to make one or two · calls elsewhere in order to b·e sure 

\ 

/ 

that the water was fit f .or human consumpti"on and had an extra ( 0 
c ·ouple .. of .p .ints just to malrn sure. they were rig;ht ! 

PHIL WELLS 

LLAITGOLLEIT (an alternative report) 
. . 

Pulling the . ale curta{ns back and se~ing t~~ early damp . grey 
morning would normally be .e .no.ugh to send a~yone bacl~ to their 
warm cosy bed. But as Del boy would say ••• ~H~ who daresi' So 
with this daft motivation ringing in my mind, it was time to 
start the usual organised ramble chaos o o. era ~• ~ '! . :f .ipq. ~ :t.!~§i_<f~~s~{~~ -. : · ~ : · · :·. : 

make some butties, and shake off the ole mud from the last . 
: e x ercise etc 9 etc. 

Be1ng on . the coach for the 9. 30 ·kick-off brought ·.a ' feeling of 
sati sfactio~ and p erhaps a 'further chance · ·of forty.: ~inks, if' you •ve 
s till got sleep i n the corner ·of' :your ·eyes!" · Le motorway and the -.· · . 
ever-increasing by-passes soon had us all sitting in a care at · 
the village of Trevor, named I assume af'ter ••• Trev. 

Tum-tum filled with strong Welsh tea 11 it was time for everybody. 
to join their choice ·of walk. 'A' ) Talk seemed ·to be promising -
their u ·sual 'long-and:...hard-at-times' ·type hike, the 'C' was .to : 
be a gentl.e enough stroll, however 11 · the 'B' walk· wri te--up 
about 'panoramic views above Crow Castle all the way to Worlds 



~nd' caught the irn.agination in an __ instant .o. '..fhat a shrewd deci s~ L::. 

it was 1 for with i n te~_minutes we were rewarded with a walk ac ~ J' ~ 

o~ of the - ~ngineering oaTvels of Llangollen Canalooothe a4ueduc t 
a cross the far belo~' · Ri·ver Dee o Seein~ · the fast-foaming river ~:.C 

its route · through the · wooded valley made you appreciate how t h :-: .:::: 
gre y st on~ · bridge was ; built . all those years ag_o 0 

So on it wcl:s. time to . l o avG ' the towpath _and . to start a . gentle ascC? ?.- --
t . .Jwards hill.side woodlands o. Despite the l ow temp.erature;)of t he .. d:->..y 
the climb alc ng the forest trail meant that 'sensible winter cl o -t~-~ c, ;~ ' 
u0 1~e being r e moved o Breaking out of the woods and having a re~ra±(~ i. ~_; 
but t y stop inr~ 2.nt aftor · a few minutes of catching your br.ee.. t> ~rou 
' v.e re soon pu ~..; ·t;i:ig y'"''our jumpers ·back on! 

J.... s .. the we.athe:_ rman: would say~ . tJ::ie .early morning mist was _being_ f.b -· n. ·~.:. :~ 

off_'. 9 , ."Q_ut. a .rfew stul?born patQhe s- were · determined to linger on . the 
valley bottom ... ,The sunshine . that did manage to break through the 
high. level. of cloud was a typical winter SUno . But it was more than . · 
enough to pusl~ the spirit onto higher ground and to those elusive 
promi·sed views c · 

Comppn~a_ti;9~_: , ·"w ,~s -"e-v:ar¢1e d in full as a hang-glider type of' view was 
soon upon u :s o . Wall-ci::2-s a.long the ridge gave a subtle change to the 
distant hill s and fields o Also a growing confidence comes over you 
as the heig~t req~irc C.. has now been gainedo 

With . ;fifth gear finally in place it gave us~ a chance f'or a number 
of t.a.lkie-bi t0 - to . occur whi lst still· eating the miles up. It worked 
out tha-t · 1'.:iay 9 our· i nt r epid. lGader ·this was was brought up in the·se 
part~, and s"'--lre . er ... o'.lgh a n umber of 'I remember when! •• ' storie-s 
came tumbling o 1t J Air raid sirens ~and food rationing soon brought ·· 
us upon our furthest point of the- dayo o o Worlds Endo A name that con4~ ... :.I~ c o 

jures up all sorts of wa&d s ideas 1 but in r~ality is a valley ending 
with a man-made fore s ·t l IJot td worry 9 a . grand place :f'or our final 
butty breal'.'::o · . -· .. 

With our haversacirn somewhat lighter" it was time to head of:f home via 
a splendid section of. the Offa 's Dyke path. 

Arriving back at Llangol len in total darkness, the price you have to 
p~y when walking in_ the winter .1 the ole legs told me a few miles had· 
certainly be~n coveredo It came as no surpr~se to be informed that 
w~ had actually walke d 13f miles? confirmed by one _of our pa:tty~$.~ ~~:::- ·.:. 
Ch~istmas p~esents~ooa p~dematt~~ 

· Thanks once again ·to Ray for a splendid ., B t walko . 

i OY TI-IIIS 

How w~, trave·l nort.b. to ~he Lake District . and to a plqce where Roy had 
visited re.cently .wi th hi s- pare nts for an ;interesting few ,hours: 

Thu Uor ld? s o ffly o o , o 
. , .. 

.. . ~! ... J:..u .l.-G~L 8.ncl HAHDY :MUSEUT-1 
L,c_ Upp~~ Brooh. Street · ~ 
ULVEHSTOP 9 Cumbria ·-LA 12 7BQ 
Tel 0229 52292 or 861 6 14 -~ 

_Open al: ... ye c-<:~:-- :t.."'o· rn.d ~ 10a;n to l~o JOpm The largest colmecti,on_ 
of Laure:. · .j.nr~t I-Inrdy memorabilia in the worldo £1 . adults and 

jus c ~~Oi::-j cilildren plus - Ii'REE film show and talk 

AIT IHTERESTIE~ ~~ . 

Who is a famous· fil:-i star :having dnne -many . ue·stern Films and is the 
son of- St.an L2.urel? Clue ·is that you ·have to go East to find this 
star. If you cantt soe the wood for the trees then the answer is 
overleaf. 



THE COITWY BARHIER 

I h ave no doubt that the mention of the word 'Conwy', to eve~_ro::.-;.e 
wi ~_l conjure up two imageso One i s the town, complete with its 
2. ::Jpo sing castle built by Edward I during his conquest of Wales o 
- y2.?_ ~~ along the quay with its array of small craft tied up and you 
HiL'._ come to a house which proudly proclaims to be the smallest i ~-:: 

:__L' i.t aino Walk around the town walls and discover at least that tbe:_:~e · 

:i .. :. s omewhere in Conwy where road traffic cannot penetrate o 

~ie _ other image is not as pleasant and is one of long tailbacks o f 
... --~~ ~. li cles, crawling along at a snail's paceo The procession seems 
j:.:_c:; v er-ending with private cars, some trailing a caravan or boat 
behind, coaches, some on regular services, others on private hire, 
and commercial vehicles hauling an assortment of trailers and con~ 
tainers. But this scene hasn't just happened as modern day traffic 
tries to feed itself through a medieval . walled town. The problems of 
getting around Conwy goes back much further. 

When the Romans invaded Wales during the first century they found 
that the Conwy was impossible to cross at its mouth, so marching :·:;-.. ;.-'.:;i .~ 

south up the Vale a suitable fording point was made a•e Cherhun •. Here 
they fotinded .· a fort and drove a road through Bwlch-y-Ddeufaen towards 
the coast af Abero 

With the coming of the Cistercian monasteries to Britain a 6entury 
after the Norman Conquest·_,, .,_Wales was seen as a sui table<location for 
the foundation of their al!lbeys. due to its isolation from the rest of 
Britain. The order founded a monastery at Conwy and around the _same 
tim~ the chronicles of the day make reference to the operation of a 
ferry across the turbulent waters. Gerald of Wales records its presence 
when recruiting for the Cru$ade in 1188. 

The imperial policies of Edward I saw a number of successful campaigns 
. being conducted against ·the Welsho The ICing considered the Conwy 
strategically important and established a castle on the west banlt in · 
his chain of fortresses around the North Walian shores. The monastery 
was moved elsewhere due to its Welsh sympathte s and the medieval town 
o_f Conwy was begun. 

With the establishment of HO'lyhead as a packet port to serve Ireland 9 

trade expanded and better land communications were required between J 
England and the Welsh port, but due to the Conwy crossi:ng any improve
ments were forced away from the coast and roads were improved t _hrough 
Llangollen, Bettws-y-Coed _and Bethesda along what we recognise today as 
the A5o . 

Conwy~-had obtained a reputation for exploiting travellers at accommo
dation in the town. The ferrymen were known for their rude and dis~ 
courteous manners 9 all caped by the . dangers of crossing the estnaryo :.-: 
On Christmas Day 1806 , a ferry capsized drowning nearly all its p 
passengerso Clearly a fixed link between the two banks was required. 

Thomas Telford was called in to investigate and submitted a plan to 
build a suspension bridge from the foot of the castle to a man-made 
embankment which stretched across ±he estuary from the Derbyshire 
shore. The plan was accepted and the bridge opened to traffic on · ,-:~.~- .;:; 

June 1st 1826 rendering the ferry obsoleteo 

Robert Stephenson opened his railway bridge parallel to Telford's bridge 
in 18Li8 to carry the Chester and Holyh.ead Railway over the Gonwy. 

After the Second World War 9 Telford's bridge became more and more 
difficult to maintain due to the ever-increasing volumes of private 
motorists and buses it was carrying. A second bridge was op~n.ed in 
19 58 making Telford's st.ructure redundant and before long the .· 
Boroug-h Council balloted its electors who favoured demoJ,.,i:t;:i.-~ ~f·· -- .--
pooA~~a ~UJTO . . - ~ . - . 



... 

-~~h-:'._ s Georgic:ttl cobwebo Ilappily the r:ational Trust stepped i:;:1 and. p~n'
~h2 8 ed the bridg e 9 raising some of the money i3 a natjonwlde n?pe a~; 

.:::.:'l( today we still en.joy c:rossir:.g the Conwy by Telford's b:ric1c2 o r:.. 
~ _"' ~} (~ t 0 

~~~- prob lem with both ~ridges with that i~stead o~ diverting thro~ -;~ 

L~~:::' fi c rrway f'r o m thG ·town they forced everything into the tovm o -
~~ ~2r!y a further answer was neededo 

· ~ :~~-: ~ ; T:-IE Coll"een Report was published 2:n 196 8_ it recor.1m(-;nded the c .y_~_ .. 
<~T~.1 ~ t i am. of' a brand new road to serve the· .ITorth ~·Tales coast 9 whic~1 

: ~2t<)r ·ae«:~a~e ~cnown. as the E::':presswnyo The report pointed ont that c,:~,:; 
.'_,_ :' tl.J.·3 major o'bstac l es was the Rive r . Conwy . a:nc t_110 r:1odic va.:_ towno 
ri'h;;y sugge sted build ye t ano ther b ridge Wl th huge 1.fo.Dightly t OWG::-' S 

t ,'J supp'?rt tho cables with al·l. the dar:mge it woul-d create to ·the s ·ceni c 
enviro nment e A bored tunnel was too 'di:fficul t from an engineering point 
of yiew due . to the depth of mud in the est'uai-y 9 but a local rGsiden.t ·. 
found an article in a science magazine and provided a solutiono 

An i -.mmersed tunnel which sat in a trench on the bed of the Cont-Y'.f with ._ . 
a surrounding inf~l was proposed. Such a tunnel had been constructed 
in the United .S tc. te s but never in Bri tnin o Uould this provide a 00:_1:-e 
lasting answer to Convry's problems? 

After what proved to be Britain ' s :nost costly enquiry into a new road 
scheme the immersed tube tunnel was given the go-ahead and in 1936 
work .started on the · c onstruction of tho tube sections in a nan-made 
on- s _i te lagoon o 

Si:;: sections were _requir_ed.9 ... eci.c~ weighing 30 9 000 tonnes and on~e com-
' p1eted they were floated ou~ 6nto the ri~er using specially bui lt 
ballast t a nks inside the tube's o Once all the sections were sunk and 
c.onnected together 9 the laying of the road was begun and by the 
summer of 1991 the tunnel was finished along with the new approach 
.roads. 

On September 22 1991 9 the general publis wao given the opportunity to 
· wnlk through this highway into history and one wonth later the .Queen 
off'icially_ ·01:>ened the tunnel to all road users o 

Have we seen the last of ·those dreaded traffic jams through Con',yy 
wh:i,.ch hold up· our couch or will another b o ttleneck appear sooewhere 
e -lse? · 

PHIL WELLS 

~:.:~iiUlJDRED AND EIGHTY I 
Did yol,1 know that every Tuesday · evaning some of the Catholic Ramblers 
me.et to play darts at .the . Manor . o.n Edge La1ie 'I 

. Sor:ie woeks there have been as r:laJ.?-y ~-s twe,~ty turning Up9 but othor' 
·ueeks only mys.elf and Beryl ~t ·in an a ppearance o Rega;rdless of how 
many 'or ·just how few turn up 9' we ~lways ra'anage to have a great timo . 

t'!e have a good laugh listening to . thc.3 singers on the karaoke. One of 
these is a . oan named Albert .. He never fails to get U:'._J .and sing ••• o. 

"Yesterday" (and I' wish he did as we would .not have b~en there to hoar 
- h. I ) . im . 

Our darts are definitely improving faste~ than Albert's singing! · 1fuert 
we first ~~arted 9 it was a m~jor achievement to hit the board. lfuoe~or 
wa.s marking the scores do'hrn often had to take cover. 

I hope more people will come and jo~p ino Thanks Bei·-·y·l :for livening 
up my . Tuesday nights. I will probably give y ou a tin hat one of these 
weeks! 

DAVE CAHILL 



.~ .. _:}J.I. s ~g_·no~. ·-~-i_~HUR~~__:A~K-=- ··- ~ TH DSC ~V B SR, - 1991. 
1 br j~ h t frosty mornin~ greeted the twenty wa lkers at the start of the ramble f ro~ 

..... : Frnrst Station. The fro s t was welcomed as the start and finish to this wo. l k 
·-.:. ·1 in normal cird1mstances be extremely muddy. ·This wa s to a large extent 
n.l J ified by the frost. 

\.·~~ r ~~ ]king under the M6 viaduct which at this point spans the River Do uglas , 
t~·:. ·::: ~ · iverpool/Le (:=: ds Canal and the Southport/Wio.;an r a ilway line we proceeded to 
~ ~ irt th e northern ~xt~e~ities of .Dein Wood. A siight climb up to the Notre 

1
• "j J ·~: 1 

• .- onvent (Ayre field) brought ' us to 'the villaa.-e of Roby Mill and then ol.tt i_i-d.o 
'~~~ country. After passing a farmhouse an . old haywain was s e en at the side of 
t ~e t rack. .The hay wain is · now almost completely lost in the undergrowth. 
t ; t s r cros s ing a series of fields and stiles we eventually arrived at the sum~it 
of Ashurst's Beacon ·and as · the wind was rather .keen lunch was taken lower down by 
the side of a lake. This terminated most of the moans and groans from certain 
individuals who, from aJnost the start of the -walk, had been constantly complain
in~ that they were hungry and wanted: to stop to eat! 

Our route then took ~s alon~sid~ the ~olf course and eventually to St. J9seph's 
Colle~e, Upholland. A mile or so fur' ther on we descended into the anuthern end 
of Dean Wovd and followed the river until we eventually gained our start point 
just as the li~ht was beginnin~ to !ade. 

Noel. 
•f*i'* '* "'* '* 1·1< '* .'* -.. . 1 :1 * · '*l'l* i ' *· '* · '*''* ~ '*''*r'* : •li l* ·l 

ii'RESHFI E;LD. JANUARY 19Tt.L..__1992. 

On a fine winter's mornin~ - dry,cool, an overcast but bright sky and a moderate 
breeze - 28 veteran ramblers and a small dog called Tessa (also an experienced 
rambler! ) assembled at Fpeshfield Station car park under the eagle eye of George 
Parkinson, . our leader for the day. He soon found out that someone had arrived 
without the essential "bu.tty .,bag" .and sent them . .off paste-haste to the local 
Tesco to gra~ some iron rations. 

Despite the short delay the walk started pretty promptly and we were soon marchin~ 
down the road towards the National Trust .gate at the entrance to the pinewoods. 
Here, two st~rdy guardians were extracting a toll of ~1.20 from every motorist 
(admission free to pede s trians), and .later in the day we . saw how well this money 
was being spent in preservin~ and enhancing this very special area. Th~ough the 
wire fencin~ we could see 'delightful red squirrels scuttling between the trees and 
u p into the b~anche~. At one time, these little creatures we~e in danger ~f 
extinction because the bi~~er grey squierels were the more voracious eaters. 
However, the simple strata~em of introducin~ feeding boxes with very small access
holes ensured their survival. 

We carried on straight through the pinewoods, past t.h~ - N-.-T-;: ... 6-a::; _ park · · aA-tt· ~ itit'6 ~· the 
~and d~nes where a narrow· cleft full of s6ft sand led us steeply down to the . ~hore. 
A few yards out, the sand was very damp and firm, providin~ ~ood goin~, and the 
turning tide was only a short distance a way. We walked up the shore, heading 
north, for about a mile, enjoying. the sound of the surf and the seagulls, and the 
inv1goratin~ swell of the sea ~alt and sand. Alon~ this stretch of the coast the 
sandhills are bein~ steadily eroded by wind and sea, in some pl~ces presenting 
sheer cliffs of sand some 12 to 15 feet high, held up by the . roots of grass ~nd 
scrub - until the next gale arid high tide. · 

Geor~e led us off the beach to a hollow between the dunes and the pinewood~ where 
the Dun~ Path and the Fisherman's Path meet. Here, sheltered from the cool on
shore wind·, we stopped for lunch. A large notice stuck · in the sand warned "No 
Campin~.No Fires, No rtors~s'',no this,thai or the other. Fortunately ~t did not 
say "No Eatinp;" or "No Drinkin~", so we settled down and noshed away. 

All day we had noticed~ succes~ion . of small aircraft passin~ overhead at quite 
low alt{tudes. Geor~e tols us that these c~me from the nearby Wood~l~ Airfield. 
He identified one red plane as belonging to the local ATC, probably piloted bX 
cadets ender insteuction. t1How old are they", I said. "Fourteen or Fifteen , 
said he. I spent the rest of the day looking out for these juvenile aviators . . 

. " 



" .F' . .-~ · ·1r r r..Y s 8cT16N' FR 1~SHFIELD WALK cont 1 d . 

(ana e ndin~ up with a sore neckj). 

~ e res umed our walk thro~gh - ~and d~nes , st re tches of bo g brid~ed wit~ · wo ode n c ~ t 
w~ l ~ ~~ , a ri d patche~ of moss, to~gh wiry heather, bushes and scrub, fol l owin~ t he 
::Jun e a n d Fiaerman' s Path back to t he woods. On reac h ing- the railway we follo ;1JCJ 
t~2 pa th alon~side the track for half a mil e or so, then plunged back into the 
w0o ds again; for a very pleasant a!tJl peaceful walk al .on~ a winding; undul a tinfS. p2. t h 
t h r o uiJ;h th e trees, she:l tered fr~ni the wind which was now ge.t ting quite cold, 

The last lap.is ~lways th e worst and a s we strug~led (at least I was stru~~l i 1g 
a l ong t~ e lane back to the car park the t emperature drop ped and darkness fel l 
r apidly. As one w~o is no lon~er able to manage the _harder rambles, I alway0 
look forward to George's Freshfield walk, where we can cover a reasonable distance 
(some six miles or so) through intereeting country without any major ascents and, 
as today, enjoy a good 4~ hours ex.ercise in the open air and in such good company. 
It was nice to see John and Cath Burns out ag~in. 

Thank_ you, Geor~e, and all our fellow ra.mb-lers _ -.(~adly no--A-udreyf . for a very 
ehjoyab~e and memo!abl~ - d~y. 

: : 

J. ·and R. 
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y.JHITCHURC!:!_ _ WA: L 9TH FEBRUARY, 1992 .• 

The fore-cast wasn't 9;00d. Wind,, showers and ·even sn?~ . . :W_~_re men tion_ed ,. . but 
there was no si~n of su~g : win try conditions as twenty-four .hardy walkers and " 
one dog assembled in th~ ' car-park un Whitchurch. Our departure was delay~~ - ·by 
about forty minutes becau:Se of the late arrival of sme, caused by traffic 
diversions· on the A41. Then, as we were ready to move oft, . the first f~~ - ~r6ps 
of rain fell . (but in the event only a few light showers materialised). Out' of 
the ruck-sacks came an assortmen t of ka~houls an~ overtrousers. Suitably pro
tected we headed out of town. 

A footpath led us ~ cross ·fields, over a disused railway cutting, past the 
St. Ivel Creamery and across a bri:dp;e over the ·Crewe/Shrewsbury . Railway towards 
.Oss Mere where two or three people were fishing. Here, after walking for ~bout 

. ~n . bour . and a half,we = were more thah· t~~dy for a lunch-break, quite comfortably 
seated · in two _ naturally-arr~nged s~mi-circles. Adequately sati~1~ed we co~~in
u~d oUt · iamble t oward~ Co~ber~ere Park where, in the pine woods, many b ~ dger 
setts were · obvious. From het~ . ·thB fo6t~~th took us , a~ain over tha Crewe/ Shre~s
bury R?.'ilway; this time . a-cross the· track ~ Bill e~pertly carrying cut his leader's 
duties ·ke~pin~ a w~t6hful · eye on the up and down lines to Bnsure our safety~ 

'' . . . 

We came· to Marbury Vil:l'ai;r, e and a second ·stqp for refreshment. Gerry waved 
a Gak~-box, whereup~h ~ car with four yoting people aboard drew up, . we thought. 
for dire~tio~s. , · Th~ · driver had b~~n ur~e~ ~y h~s ·b~9k-seat ~~ssenger to.~t~p. 
He appea~ed to be m6~tified whei _the pas~~nge r lean~d · out asking for a tak~. " 
Gerry happily grant~d- . h~s . rp~uest. We ·then cont~nued on our way towards the 
Llangollen : canal. (~o~ those who were confused this is a branch pf the 
Shropshire Union C~i':naiJ: . We passed the ·1 u p os; ey Lock, the Willey Moor Lockand 
an unnamed lock (near.~ th Ef Land of Canaanp ·before we left the canal bank at a 
bridge. 

By this t~~~, ~bout ~.30, it ' was qu~t ~-- ~~rk~ Freda and George left the 
Party to continu.'e" along; · the canal bank towards . Grindley Brook and the A41. The 
rest of us g roped our way across ' fields tSwards the A49. Fortunately two or 
thre e pemple came equipped ~ith small torches: other~ise Bill's.map, Tessa's 
white spots and a couple of white hats we re just discernable in the dark and 
he l ped us to keep together. 

Cont'd •• 



When we had all b e en herded outside a farm ga~e we wer e askeJ to join ~h 2 • 
he rd inside the yard, some enterin~ rather reluctantly and with even. more 
trepida tion when one cow became sli~htly agitated. After crossing the ya r~ , 

a f a rm track led us to the A49 and back tp the car-park. Our walk along th ~ 
road was lon~er than intended because our leader missed his chosen path in th 0 
d J. r k n ess. 

However, it was a very enjoyable ramble of about nine miles and we wo uld 
like to express our grateful thanks to Peg~y a•d Bill. 

Seof. and Audrey. 
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RAfv1BLING PRO,G RAMlvJE, FAMILY SECTION, 1992. 

· MARCH THE CHJIJLET. Once again we have taken the Chalet for the whole week, 
7/13. from the Friday evening to the following Thursday/Friday. It's 

rather an early one, this, but the days are then lengthenng nicely 
and the weather, we hope will be reasonable. Do join us fo~ the 
weekend, then stay over or come along for a few days during the week. 
The cost is neglibile, but compnay , food and beds are excellent, not 
to mention the walking. Pleas·e ~i ve names ad times to Peggy;,. 

r·. Rosemary or Mona as soon as you can. 

MARCH 
22~ 

APRIL 
12. 

YlAY 
10tll 

MAY 
24. 

RIBCHESTER, near Presto~. Tony and Marcia a re our leaders and have 
provided us . with details on the attached slip. 

MYTHOLMROYD near Hebden Brid~e. Gear~~ and Freda are leadin~. 
Ther-e-aren't any speficic details as yet but the walking time is 
12.30 a1l the phone number is 0744 892 823 for information nearer 
the date. 

CHURNET VALLEY. It's near the vilJage of Oakamoor, in Staffs. 
Everybody assures me that leaders are not inventin~ these names; 
Gerry arrl Jean Mac, are leadin~ and . the number for details is 
5266775. 
BALA. Marcia and Tony are leadin~ this walk in North Walea. 
Drive to Bala Town and leave on the B3491 to the left (east side) 
of the Lake, turn right on to the B4403 which foilows th& lake
side. At Llangower enter the lake railway car park, there :. are:: 
toilet$. Be early. The one and only car park could be fill~d · by 

lakeside railway visitors~ Our leaders will allow us a little 
leeway on the starting time for commited walkers, bless them. 

Will anybody who was inconvenienced by my typing 19th instea~ of -
.. '9th T for the February · walk please accept my apolo~ie.s • 

"*''*if*"* " * i'* l* lf*lf*" *"*; '*""'"'"'*f.fllfll 

The last few months have been very sad ones for quite a 
number of our members. Bill Potter's mother, Annie, 
died of the 6th November. Bill Wilds died on . the 27th 
December, and another very staunch member - June Duane. 
who was June Tab~t, died in January. Rosemary's mother 
-in-law, Alice, died on the 22nd January~ 

We offer our sincere condolences to all their · families 
and friends and assure them of our prayers. 

+ + + + +· + + + + + + + 
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